
 

 

Leslie Sawyer 

Leslie J. Sawyer is President and CEO of Environmental Design International inc. (EDI), and has been leading the 

firm since August 2016 after serving nearly 20 years on EDI’s Board of Directors. As businesses grappled this year 

with the historic challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic and civil unrest, EDI will be finishing out 2020 without staff 

layoffs, and increased revenue with a 100% increase in profits under Leslie’s leadership.   

A native of Columbus, Ohio, Leslie brought more than 30 years of executive and public administration experience 

to the firm. Leslie’s career in Ohio state government includes policy development and program design, 

management, and implementation particularly in the areas of public health, human services, higher education 

administration, and workforce development and training. For nearly a decade she directed multiple statewide 

initiatives to increase college access for disadvantaged students. 

Like her late sister Deborah M. Sawyer who founded EDI in 1991, Leslie is devoted to encouraging students in 

underserved communities—especially diverse young women—to pursue Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics (STEM) education and subsequent career paths. She is also deeply committed to supporting other 

woman-owned and minority-owned businesses grow and flourish.  

These passions are reflected in Leslie’s board and community service that included Innovations in Construction, 

Asphalt & Transportation (ICAT) which strongly advocated for woman and minority-owned construction and 

engineering firms in Illinois. While ICAT ended its operations earlier this year, Leslie had been an active member 

for nearly five years. She served on several affiliated boards and committees including the ICAT Board and the 

ICAT Executive Board. She also co-Chaired the group’s 2018 Inaugural Women’s Summit. Each year since 2017, 

Leslie funded and chaired the selection committee for the Deborah M. Sawyer – ICAT STEM Student Scholarship 

Awards for college-bound disadvantaged Peoria High School students.  

Leslie is also an Associated Colleges of Illinois (ACI) Board of Trustees, Executive Committee, and Program 

Committee Member. ACI is a nonprofit that "advances independent liberal arts and sciences education, and 

supports underserved students to succeed in college, careers, and life.” The missions of ACI and EDI intersect on 

education, especially STEM education, for disadvantaged and diverse students. To that end, Leslie privately, and 

through EDI, has funded the Deborah M. Sawyer and Leslie J. Sawyer scholarship for STEM students enrolled in 

ACI member colleges and universities.  

On March 28, 2019, Leslie was appointed to the State of Illinois DBE Task Force, established by the Illinois State 

Senate. 



 
Since coming to Chicago, Leslie has funded privately and through EDI, several philanthropic donations to local 

organizations including the Chicago Urban League, the Du Sable Museum of African American History, the Forest 

Preserves Foundation of Cook County, the Greater Chicago Food Depository, SOS Children’s Villages, YWCA 

Chicago, and the former Young Women's Leadership Charter School of Chicago.  

Leslie is also an active supporter and Governing Board Member of Gilda’s Club Chicago. She participates in fund-

raising efforts to enable the organization’s support and programming for cancer patients and their loved ones. 

The importance of community service was instilled in Leslie at a young age growing up in Ohio. Her early 

volunteer activities included tutoring disadvantaged students enrolled in elementary through high school. As a 

student at Lake Forest College, Leslie continued tutoring inner city students who resided in the Robert Taylor 

Homes and Cabrini Green. This commitment to community service carried through her professional career in 

Ohio, where she served on numerous boards and was engaged in philanthropic and volunteer activities to support 

educational opportunities, advocacy for women and children, women’s health, senior care, food pantries, 

domestic abuse survivors, and other organizations addressing challenges in the community.   

Leslie earned her Bachelor of Arts Degree from Lake Forest College in Lake Forest, Illinois. She also holds a 

Master of Arts Degree in Communication from Eastern New Mexico University in Portales, New Mexico. 

Leslie resides in Chicago’s Hyde Park-Old Kenwood area with her husband Rick Redmon and their fur children. 

Additional Organizations: The Chicago Chapter of The Girl Friends, Inc., Chicago Minority Supplier Development 

Council (CMSDC), Women's Business Enterprise National Council (WBENC), Maryland Washington Minority 

Companies Association (MWMCA) 

Individual and EDI Firm Awards: 2018 MBEs Who Rock Award, Minority Business Entrepreneur Magazine; Two 

American Council of Engineering Companies of Illinois (ACEC-IL) Special Achievement Awards for Use of Non-

Potable Water in Directional Drilling, and I-55 Outbound US 41 to I-94 Phase III Engineering.; 2017 ComEd 

Presidents Award for Diverse Suppliers who deliver excellence; Capital Region Minority Development Council 

2017 Top 100 MBE Firm 

About EDI: Founded in 1991, Environmental Design International inc. (EDI) is professional engineering firm 

headquartered in Chicago. EDI's team of engineers and scientists offer a variety of environmental, engineering, 

industrial hygiene, and survey services to clients within the private and public sectors. 

Clients turn to EDI for complete project management services. Through preliminary planning, design, permitting, 

construction management, and reporting, EDI project teams deliver Excellence, Dedication, and Innovation. 


