
 

Anne M. Burke 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 

 

* Chief Justice Elect of the Supreme Court of Illinois, First District. Selected by the Justices of the 
Supreme Court of Illinois to serve as Chief Justice commencing October 26, 2019.  

 

* Justice of the Supreme Court of Illinois, First District.  Appointed by the Illinois Supreme Court, July 6, 
2006.  Elected in 2008. Retained in 2018. 

 

* Justice of the Appellate Court of Illinois, First District.  Appointed by the Illinois Supreme Court, August 
14, 1995.  Elected November 5,1996, resigned July 5, 2006. 

 

* Judge, Court of Claims, State of Illinois.  Appointed by Governor James R. Thompson on January 20, 1987, 
reappointed by Governor Jim Edgar January 20, 1991, resigned May 16, 1994. 

 

* Private Practice, 2650 West 51st Street and 225 West Washington Street, 17th Floor, Chicago, Illinois, 1983 
to 1994. 

 

* Chair, Illinois Courts Commission, 2016 to present. Member, 2003 to July 2006.  

 

* Special Counsel to Governor Jim Edgar for Child Welfare Services.  Appointed May 16, 1994, resigned 
August 11, 1995. 

 

* Member, Legislative Committee on Juvenile Justice.  Appointed by Governor Jim Edgar, September 28, 
1994. 

 

* Board of Admissions to the Bar.  Appointed by the Illinois Supreme Court on January 10, 1994 to October 
1995. 

 

* Member, Illinois Supreme Court Special Commission on the Administration of Justice.  Appointed by the 
Illinois Supreme Court for the term 1991 to 1993. 

 

* State of Illinois, State Teacher Certificate, Elementary, 1976 to Present. 

 



* State of Illinois, Foster Parent License, 1996 to 2016. 

 

BAR ADMISSIONS 

 

* Admitted to Practice before the United States Supreme Court, October 4, 2010. 

* Certified to Trial Bar, Federal District Court, Northern District of Illinois, December 4, 1987. 

* Admitted to Practice before the United States Court of Appeals, 7th Circuit, August 9, 1985. 

* Admitted to Practice before the Federal Court, Northern District of Illinois, December 21, 1983. 

* Admitted to the Illinois Bar, November 9, 1983. 

 

EDUCATION: 

 

* Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago-Kent College of Law.  Juris Doctor, 1983. 

* DePaul University, Chicago, Illinois.  Bachelor of Arts, 1976.  Major: Education. 

 

HONORS: 

 

* Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, Dominican University, May 6, 2018 

* Doctor of Humanities, honoris causa, St. Mary's College, May 20, 2017 

* Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, Marquette University, May 23, 2010. 

* Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, The John Marshall Law School, May 17, 2009. 

* Doctor of Laws (LL.D.), honoris causa, Blackburn College, May 9, 2009. 

* Doctor of Public Service, honoris causa, MacMurray College, May 2, 2009. 

* Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, Loyola University Chicago School of Law, May 17, 2008. 

* Doctorate of Humanities, honoris causa, Lewis University, December 15, 2007. 

* Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, Aurora University, May 5, 2007. 

* Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, College of the Holy Cross, May 26, 2006. 

* Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, DePaul University, June 11, 2005. 

* Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, Catholic Theological Union, May 19, 2005. 

* Doctor of Public Service, honoris causa, St. Ambrose University, May 14, 2000. 

 

CURRENT PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS: 
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* American Bar Association 

* Catholic Lawyers Guild of Chicago 

* Celtic Legal Society 

* Chicago Bar Association 

* Economic Club of Chicago 

* Illinois Judges Association 

* Illinois State Bar Association 

* Lincoln Academy of Illinois, Rector in the area of Law and Government 

* The Chicago Network 

* The Fellows of the American Bar Foundation 

 

BOARD MEMBERSHIPS AND ORGANIZATIONS: 

 

* Kennedy Forum Illinois 

* The Hundred Club of Chicago 

 

AWARDS: 

 

* Heart of Harmony, Hope & Healing Award, Harmony, Hope & Healing, April 28, 2019 

* 2018 Lawyers For Diversity LAGBAC Foundation Distinguished Jurist Award, July 26, 2018 

* Jane Addams Making History Award for Distinction in Social Service, Chicago History Museum, June 6, 
2018 

* Abraham Lincoln Marovitz Philanthropic Award, Lawyers Lend-A-Hand to Youth, April 25, 2018  

* 2018 Spirit of Maryville Award, Maryville Academy, April 20, 2018 

* 2018 Guest of Honor, Chicago St. Partrick's Day Parade Committee, March 17, 2018 

* Grand Asian American (Sandra Otaka Memorial) Award, Asian American Coalition of Chicago, February 
24, 2018 

* 2018 Leadership Award, Kennedy Forum Illinois, January 16, 2018 

* Professional Achievement Award, IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law, November 16, 2017 

* 2017 Honoree, The House of the Good Shepherd, November 5, 2017 
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* Equal Justice Award, Arab American Bar Association, November 2, 2017 

* 2017 Irish Legal 100 Honoree, Irish Legal 100, October 26, 2017 

* iCON Civic Leadership Award, iBIO Institute, October 3, 2017 

* President's Award, Polish Advocates Society, August 17, 2017 

* 2017 Vanguard Award, The Chicago Bar Association, April 6, 2017 

* Leadership Award, The Chicago Lighthouse, June 3, 2016 

* Legacy Achievement Award, Envision Unlimited, April 9, 2016 

* Judicial Leadership Award, Sundance Institute and Zions Bank, January 28, 2016 

* Victor Award, Neumann Family Services, October 22, 2015 

* Luminary Award, Chicago Children's Advocacy Center, May 7, 2015 

* 2015 National Irish American Hall of Fame Inductee, April 25, 2015 

* National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) of Chicago, Humanitarian of the Year Award, April 23, 2015 

* 2014 Holy Family School (HFS) Chicago Scholar's, September 19, 2014 

* Niagara Commitment Award, Niagara Foundation Peace & Dialogue Awards Ceremony, September 16, 
2013 

* 2013 Barnes and Thornburg Celebration of Diversity, August 22, 2013 

* 2013 Keshet Expressions of Gratitutude, March 17, 2013 

* Father Mac Award, Haymarket Center, November 28, 2012. 

* 2012 Abner and Zoe Mikva Civil Leadership Award, Mikva Challenge, April 19, 2012. 

* Joyce Fitzgerald Award, A Safe Place, October 29, 2011. 

* Rainbow/Push Award honoring women, "The Shoulders of Our Future, June 22, 2011. 

* 2011 Outstanding Jurist Award, Southwest Bar Association, May 12, 2011. 

* 2011 Women of Concern Brigid Award, Concern Worldwide (U.S.) Inc., February 25, 2011. 

* Harold Sullivan Award, Illinois Judges Association, December 10, 2012. 

* Honorary Bencher Award, John Marshall Law School Brehon Society, November 4, 2010. 

* Judicial Excellence Award, West Suburban Bar Association, October 28, 2010. 

* Distinguished Award of Excellence, Illinois Bar Foundation, October 15, 2010. 

* Pauline K. Palmer Award, Children’s Home and Aid, September 10, 2010.,  

* Seymour Simon Justice Award, Jewish Judges Association of Illinois, November 15, 2009. 

* Person of the Year Award, Irish Books Art & Music, October 30, 2009. 
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* The Honorable Cornelius Amory Pugsley Award, The American Academy for Park and Recreation 
Administration in association with The National Park Foundation, October 15, 2009. 

* Thomas L. Kane Award, Mormon History Association, May 22, 2009. 

* Excellence in Community Leadership Award, El Valor, May 18, 2009. 

* Barristers Philanthropic Award, The Chicago Bar Association, March 14, 2009. 

* Thurgood Marshall Career Achievement Award, Association of Corporate Counsel, Chicago Chapter, 
September 25, 2008. 

* Empowering Woman Award, General Federation of Women's Clubs, August 11, 2008. 

* The Joseph E. O’Neill Award, National Sports Law Institute, Marquette University Law School, April 25, 
2008. 

* Judge of the Year Award, American Board of Trial Advocates, November 16, 2007. 

* First Annual Children’s Advocate Award, Global Alliance for Africa, November 1, 2007. 

* Children’s Brain Research Foundation Star of Leadership Award, September 5, 2007. 

* Metropolitan Family Services/Legal Aid Bureau William H. Avery Award for Equal Access to Justice, 
December 7, 2006. 

* Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library Foundation/Illinois State Bar Association Distinguished Career 
Award, October 27, 2006. 

* Justice John Paul Stevens Award, Chicago Bar Association, September 14, 2006. 

* Unity Award, Filipino American Bar Association and The John Marshall Law School, September 5, 2006. 

* 2005 Living Proof Award, Rush University Medical Center/ Neurobehavioral Center, October 25, 2005. 

* U.S. Catholic Magazine, Person of the Year Award 2005. 

* 2005 Voice of the Faithful, St. Catherine of Siena Award. 

* 2005 Coordinating Award, Association of Chicago Priests. 

* Distinguished Service Award, Illinois Committee for Honest Government, October 2004. 

* Named as one of the 47 Smartest Chicagoans of All Time, Chicago Magazine, September 2004. 

* Named as one of the 100 Most Influential Women, Crain's Chicago Business, June 2004. 

* Named as one of Chicago's Top 10 Women Lawyers in Chicago, Chicago Sun-Times, April 2004. 

* Celt of the Year Award, Celtic Legal Society of Chicago, March 2004. 

* Cook County Board of Commissioners Public Service Award, March 2004. 

* Associated Talmud Torahs Award, The Associated Talmud Torahs of Chicago, November 2003. 

* Cardinal Bernardin Award, Chicago Legal Clinic, Inc., May 11, 2001. 

* Visions Network Service Award, April 29, 2001. 
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* Chicago-Kent College of Law Nellie Carlin Award, Juvenile Justice Pioneer, Chicago Bar Association 
Alliance for Women, March 2, 2000. 

* Kathryn Smith Matkov Award, Federal Bar Association, Chicago Chapter, 1999. 

* Lawyer of the Year Award, Catholic Lawyers Guild of Chicago, 1999. 

* Distinguished Service Award, Chicago-Kent College of Law, June 5, 1998. 

* Chicagoland Sports Hall of Fame, November 21, 1996. 

* Crain's Who's Who in Chicago Business, September 2, 1996. 

* Hall of Fame, Maria High School, September 8, 1996. 

* Crain's 100 Most Influential Women, January 1996. 

* Myra Bradwell Award, Women's Bar Association of Illinois, June 6, 1996. 

* Amicus Certus Award, Lutheran Social Services of Illinois, November 4, 1995. 

* Award for Excellence and Dedication in Government Service presented by Cook County Board 
Commissioner Joseph Mario Moreno, October 20, 1995. 

* Judge Learned Hand Award, The American Jewish Committee, August 3, 1995. 

* First Recipient of the Methodist Youth Services, Inc., Community Service Award, May 4, 1995. 

* Ellie Hasan Memorial Sportsmanship Award, Central Officials Association, April 28, 1995. 

* Fourth Recipient of the Sancta Crux Award, Notre Dame High School, November 12, 1994. 

* Maria Kaupas Award, Maria High School, 1994. 

* Rerum Novarum Award, Niles College Seminary of Loyola University, 1993. 

* Chicago Park District Recognition Award dedicated to Anne M. Burke as Founder of the Chicago Special 
Olympics, 1993 (Gate O-Soldier Field). 

* Pax Et Bonum Award, St. Peter's Friar's Association, 1991. 

* Joint Honorees at the Back of the Yards Neighborhood Council's 1989 Annual Testimonial Dinner 
(presented to Anne M. and Edward M. Burke). 

* Father Terme and Saint Therese Awards for Outstanding Leadership, Cenacle Ball (presented to Anne M. 
and Edward M. Burke by the Sisters of the Cenacle). 

* Professionals of the Year Award, The Young Irish Fellowship Club, 1988 (presented to Anne M. and 
Edward M. Burke). 

* Certificate of Merit Award, Mexican and American Business and Professional Women's Club, 1988. 

* Siena Medal from the Theta Phi Alpha National Law Fraternity, 1988. 

* Distinguished Alumni Award, DePaul University, Alumni Association, 1987. 

* Dedicated Leadership Award, Sequin Retarded Citizen's Associations, Inc., 1987. 
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* Caritas Humanitarian Award, 1979. 

* Humanitarian Award for the Chicago School and Workshop for the Retarded, 1975. 

* North Austin Boy's Club Woman of the Year, 1975. 

* Festival of Leadership Award, Little Flower Society, 1974. 

* Frank Leahy Award for Youth Service (First woman to receive this award for humanitarian service), 1974 
(Chicagoland Sports Hall of Fame).. 

* Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation Meritorious Service, 1973. 

* Joseph L. Rago Memorial Trophy for Outstanding Service, 1970. 

* Adrian Dominican Legion Community Service Award, 1969. 

* Illinois Council of Alhambra Caravans Award, 1968. 

* South Side Veterans Council Humanitarian Award, 1968. 

 

PUBLICATIONS: 

 

* Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library Foundation Gettysburg Replies, (November 13, 2017) 

 

* Stepping Stones to Prominence: Illinois Supreme Court Justices and U.S. Senators, SIU Law Journal 
(Summer 2018) 

 

* Anne M. Burke to Voice of the Faithful, Bilgrimage Blogspot (September 17, 2012). 

 

* Bishop Accountability, National Catholic Report Blog (May 2, 2012). 

 

* Are [the Bishops] Ever To Be Trusted, Commonweal Magazine (April 30, 2012). 

 

* Abuse and the Catholic Church, Chicago Tribune (April 29, 2011). 

 

* U.S. Catholic On-Line Blog, March 2011. 

 

* Sex Abuse: The truth shall set us free, U.S. Catholic (June 2010). 

 

* Kennedy, Kerry, Being Catholic Now, New York: Crown Publishing, 2008. 
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* Women in the Law: Reshaping the Character of the Profession, CBA Record, Vol. 15, No. 8, at 28 
(November 2001); A View From the Bench, Women Lawyers Journal, Vol. 87, No. 2, at 12 (2002). 

 

* Making a Difference: The Attorney's Role as Child Advocate, 27 Loy. U. Chi. L.J. 191 (1996). 

 

* Tomorrow's Flower.  A Book of articles of interest for parents of the mentally retarded, distributed by the 
Illinois Association for Retarded Citizens at no charge and made possible through a grant from the Special 
Children's Charities, Inc. (1976). 

 

ACADEMIC LECTURES: 

 

* "A Candid Assessment of the Justice System" Advanced Journalists' Seminar, December 10, 2015 

 

* "Inside the Supreme Court" CLE Seminar Series for Attorneys, James R. Thompson Center, August 7, 2015 

 

* "Inside the Supreme Court" Keynote Speaking Event for City Club at Maggiano's Restaurant, July 14, 2015 

 

*  Voice of the Faithful 10th Anniversary Conference, Keynote Lecture September 14, 2012. 

 

* Retrial of Mary Surratt, Bradley University, September 23, 2011 

 

* "Experiences on the Court," Richard and Nancy Hartigan Lectures, Loyola University, February 28, 2012. 

 

* "Theology of Truth," Theology of Park Ridge Winter 2012 Words of Challenge Lecture Series, February 8, 
2012. 

 

* "Women in the Workplace Lecture," Prairie State College, October 27, 2011. 

 

* "The Journey of Women of Faith on the Winding Road of Life," Mayslake Ministries 2011 Women's Spring 
Luncheon & Lecture, April 27, 2011. 

 

* "Keynote Address," National Association for Down Syndrome Educational Conference, November 22, 
2010. 
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* "Ethics and Professionalism for Prosecutors," CLE Lecture for Cook County State's Attorneys, October 
22, 2010. 

 

* “Private Catholic/Public Servant: A Jurist Reflects on Faith and Profession, St. Xavier’s University 
Squeaky Weal Lecture Series, March 23, 2010. 

 

* “A Private Catholic in the Public Square,” Our Lady of Victory Parish, Second Annual Lecture Series, 
August 4, 2009 

 

* "A View From the Bench," August 2001, National Association of Women Lawyers CLE Program, The 
Impact of Women on the Law, Chicago, Illinois. 

 

* The Report of the Lay Board of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Keynote Speaking 
Event for City Club, March 2004 

 

* "Hear the Other Side" - The Ethical Management of Our Work Life, Fall Semester 2000, Notre Dame 
Center for Ethics and Religious Values in Business, University of Notre Dame. 

 

* Ethical Dimension of Leadership, Fall Semester 1999, Notre Dame Center for Ethics and Religious Values 
in Business, University of Notre Dame. 

 

LECTURES: 

 

* Numerous lectures and publications on sexual abuse by Roman Catholic Clergy. 

* Numerous lectures on the history of the Illinois Supreme Court. 

* Numerous lectures addressing advocacy issues for children 

* Numerous lectures on women’s issues. 

* Several continuing legal education lectures. 

* Numerous lectures relating to persons with disabilities. 

 

PAST LEGAL BOARDS: 

 

* Board of Directors, Illinois Judges Association, April 2002 to 2005. 



 

 

10 

* Board Member, Chicago Bar Association Board of Managers, June 2001 to June 2003. 

* Member, Illinois State Bar Association, Special Committee on the Future of the Courts, August 2001. 

 

PAST PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS: 

 

* American Judicature Society 

* Board of Directors, Chicago Bar Foundation 

* Illinois Judges Association 

* National Association of Women Judges 

* The Seventh Circuit Bar Association 

* Women's Bar Association of Illinois 

 

PAST EDUCATIONAL BOARDS 

 

* Board of Trustees, Catholic Theological Union, 2008 to 2015 

* Board of Trustees, DePaul University, 1999 to 2010. 

* Board of Trustees, Loyola University of Chicago, June 1994 to September 1995. 

* Board of Trustees, St. Xavier University, 1988 to September 1995. 

* Alumni Board, DePaul University School for New Learning, 1988 to 1995. 

* Board of Directors, The Chicago Public Library Foundation, 1993 to 1995. 

* Board Member and Governmental Advisory Board Chairman, Library of International Relations, Co-
Chairman of the Consular Ball, 1993 to 1995. 

* Chairman of the Consular Ball, 1993-1995. 

* Board of Directors, Life Education Centers, March 1991 to May 16, 1994. 

* Board of Directors, St. Rose School for the Mentally Disabled, Advisory Board, 1990 to May 16, 1994. 

* Co-Chairman, Council of Fine Arts, Workshop on Arts and the Handicapped, 1977. 

 

 

PAST PUBLIC SERVICE BOARDS 

 

* Dame of Sovereign Order of MALTA 

* Loyola University Chicago Institute of Pastoral Studies Advisory Council, 2012 to 2015 
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* Chicago Metro History Education Center, 2012 to 2015 

* The Chicago Community Trust Persons with Disabilities Fund Advisory Board, 2009 to 2012 

* Board of Directors, Ruth Page Foundation, 1992 to 2010 

* President’s Board Member, UCAN, 2008 to 2010. 

* Board of Directors, National Leadership Roundtable on Church Management, June 2005 to July 5, 2006. 

* Board of Directors, Children's Brain Research Foundation, June 2004 to June 2006. 

* Interim Chair, National Review Board, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, June 2002 to 
November 2004. 

* Chicago Province Development Executive Board of the Society of Jesus, January 2001 to 2003. 

* Past Benefit Chairman, Past President and Member of Caritas (Women's Auxiliary Kennedy School), 1970 
to 1995. 

* Women's Board, Five Hospital Homebound Elderly Program, 1993 to 1995. 

* Member, Chicago Park District Accessibility Advisory Committee, July 1992 to 1995. 

* Board of Directors, Chicago Lung Association, June 1992 to 1995. 
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* Board of Directors, River North Dance Company, 1992 to 1995. 

* Board of Directors, International Museum of Surgical Sciences, 1986 to 1995. 

* Lincoln Park Zoological Society (Women's Board), 1984 to 1995. 

* Advisory Board Member, Catholic Charities of Chicago, 1988 to May 16, 1994. 

* Board of Advisors, Mercy Hospital and Medical Center, 1986 to 1992. 

* Board of Directors, Illinois Special Olympics, 1987 to 1989. 

* Chairman, March of Dimes Benefit, Lecturer on Mental Retardation, 1988. 

* Board of Directors, Illinois Association for Retarded Citizens, 1978 to 1987. 

* Board of Directors and Past President, Special Children's Charities, Inc., 1969. 

* Founder and Director, Chicago Special Olympics for the Mentally Retarded, 1968. 

 

 

 

PAST CORPORATE BOARDS: 

 

* Board Member - Mid-America Bancorp, Inc., 1994 to 1995. 

* Board Member - Matra Transit, Inc., 1990 to 1993. 


