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Roula Alakiotou

Roula Alakiotou, FAIA is the Principal Architect and Founder of Roula Associates Architects, Chtd., a leading
Chicago firm, 100% woman-owned. Her architectural practice embraces municipal, industrial, commercial and
residential projects with a particular emphasis on large-scale public sector projects. Ms. Alakiotou's previous
experience has made her a veteran in women-owned architectural firms. As principal architect, she has been
responsible for several significant designs including: The largest Cook County jail, a 1600 inmate new maximum-
security facility for Cook County; The gateway station to the people mover system, the Remote Station at 0'Hare
International Airport; St. John's Monastery in Kenosha Wisconsin; Cook County Courts; Chicago Public Schools.

She is the first architect to be a member of the Chicago Zoning Board of Appeals, has designed many pro-bono
projects, and is actively involved in civic affairs. Ms. Alakiotou has distinguished herself in the style of
architecture she describes as "vernacular,” an architecture rooted in Corbusian values and Mediterranean
simplicity, inspired by the cultural, social and economic environment of the people it seeks to serve. She strives
to create an architectural practice that combines social significance with good design. Born in Piraeus, Greece,
(a harbor town 14 miles from Athens), Ms. Alakiotou's educational background includes a Master of Architecture
with Honors (1978) from the University of Illinois, Urbana; a Bachelor of Architecture with Honors and High
Distinction in Design (1975) from the University of Illinois, Chicago.



